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At a meeting of the Pennsylvania Society of 
the Cincinnati held at the State-house, 
on the 22d of February, 1800. 


Major Genzzar Epwanp Han, President. 
The following resolution was moved, and unanimonsly adopted. 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Society, be presented to Major 
WILLIAM JAcxs0N, for the honor done the Society, by the very 


elegant and appropriate Eulogium, which he this day delivered before 
the Society. on the character of Gznzxar WaAsninGTON, our late 


illustrious President General; and that he be requested to favour the 
Society with a. copy thereof for publication. 


By order of the Society, py 
e M. M<CONNEL, 
Assistant Secretary, 
— —— —NKAEAEA»»—; ? 


6 Major WILIA Jacksox, having politely presented the copy-right 


of the following Eulogium to the subscriber, it is secured agrecably to the Act 
of Congress. | 
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FOHN ADAMS, 
PrEsIDENT of the United STATES. 
Sir, 

In offering to your conservation the 

Following eulogium on the character of | GENERAL 
WASHINGTON, I render homage to that sympathy, 
which bas endeared your conduct to the citizens 
of” the United States And J do justice to the 


Friendsbibp, which connected you with this most 
distinguisbed Hero and Patriot. 


g . 8 4— We : * 28 
With sentiments of resþectful attachment, 
I have the honor to be, 
Sin, 


Your faithful, and obedient servant, 


W. JACKSON. 
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8 CONSECRATE the memory of 
Wu strious men. to record their actions -and 
to ©: celebrate their praise, has been the lauda- 
ble praQtice of every age, and the grateful dus 
ty of every people. 8 
| The rudest nations have thus, dispensed 
the rewards and the motive 8 of virtue-—while, 
the arts and sciences of polished society have 
contributed their noblest efforts to this, their 
best, and highest application. | 

Conforming to this venerable usage, and 
influenced by all the nobler affeQions, the 


— 


veteran associates of the immortal Wasmx * 


rox have dedicated this auspicious day, 1 to the 


TY B e 
* 12 ; L 3 


„ 
review of his glorious aichievements, and the 
celebration of his unrivalled fame. 

But their too partial choice has devolved 
on incompetent powers, the performance of that 
duty, to which the highe: st order of genius 
would have been unequal. 

Who shall delineate a just portrait of that 
1 charakter, which was perfect in all its rela- 
tons or in what language shall che story of 
that life be told, whooe VOY aktion was above 
all Praise! 

To confer the jant meed of eulogium on 
his ine estimable charaQter—to entwine the 
Blended glories of the Hero and the Statesman.— 
with them to mingle the milder radiance of re- 
gion and mc morals, would re quire an inspiration, 
not only of those sentiments, which pervade 


1 


every class of men in this extensive nation--- | 


972 92 


but of tho se opinions, which his * — 
| worth has 3 impre ssed throughout the world. | 
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eyery obligation of gratitude and glory. 


„ 
Of Legislators, to whose labors and honors | 
he was associated by all that was useful and 
Of armies, to whom he was ende ared by 
Of a people, by whom he was regarded as 
their Father, Guide, and Prote cor. 
Of the holy ministers of religion, by whom 
he was beloved and admired. 
Of his enemies in war, by whom he was at 
once dre aded and revered. 
Of the wise and just of all nations, of 
whom he was the ornament and che example. 
In contemplating this necessary subdivision 
of the panegyric, which I am called to pro- 
nounce, this most respectable audience will be 
led to indulge | a candor, proportioned to the 
magnitude of the subject, and the powers of 


the organ, to whom the arduous duty has been 
confided. 


4 
The suffrages, perhaps the prejudices, of 


mankind, have concurred in, assigning to the 
proſesslon of arms, the first station in the ranks 


of glory. 
1 On · the present occagion, however, the de 
sion is of no importance. 

The Hero, whom we now commemorate, 
was alike pre-eminent in council, and in. the 
field The olive. and the laurel had equally 

_gontributed- their honors: to form- the. chaplet 3 
of his renown. 5 

It is only, therefore, in the "IP of his 

distinguished services, that our attention is first. 

attracted to his military career. 

* Nor is it the less interesting, that the first. 
display of his brilliant genius in war, should 
have been made in concert with the troops of. 
that nation, whose banners he was hereafter ta, 
brave and whose legions he was destined to en- | 
counter in the defence of his country, and inthe. 


maintenance of her freedom and independence. 


Ee 23 

| Equally interesting is the singular fact, that 

a parent's. fond solicitude had. been the happy 
instrument of pre serving him to that country; 
and to the high destination of his future honors 
for, impelled by the martial disposition of 
his mind, he was about to engage in the naval 
service of Great Britain at the infant age of 
fifteen years. But, restrained by filial affec- 
tion, he yielded to the anxious entreaties of his 
mother, and nnn the — of his 
choice. dee . „ Is 
Who does not bless the memory of this 
tender mother | who does not reverence the 
piety of her exalted son! Tt ; 
Thus was. the stupendous fabric of: his 
fame placed. on the everlasting basis. of virtue 
And thus were the immense advantages, 
which flowed to his country, derived from che 
purest source of a private duty. g 
- Summoned. to the lists of glory at an age, 
when talents are unaided by experience, and. 


When the ardor of youth is but little tempered 


FAT 
by the rules of prudence, he formed, in his 
Hrst essay in arms, a rare example of the most 
heroic valor, combined with the most oonsum- 


mate skill. 7 
I !he one was exerted to stem the torrent it of 
vitory obtained by a vindictive ſoe The other 


was employed to rescue from ruin the devoted 


remnant of an unfortunate army. 
Admiring veterans resigned to the youth- 
ful warrior the protection of their discomfited 


. and committed to his superior judgment 


the conduẽt of a retreat, which covered him | 


with glory, and wre athed his brow with the 


laurel of succe 5s. 


The brave, but unhappy Braddock expired 


mn the an guish of defeat—the gallant, and sym- 


pathising Wasnixcron was consoled by the 


Safety, and honored with the applause of his 
surviving friends . | 

The high promise, which was here given 
of a vast capacity for war, was nobly balized 


in the command and guidance of those armies, 


1 


4 
by whose active valor and inflexible fortitude, 
the liberties and sovereigmy of the . 
States were maintained and established. 
In that eventful moment, when representa- 
tion and remonstrance had been exhausted 
when the alternative of re sistance alone remain - 


ed to an injured people-when every hazard was 
preferred to abject submis sion L and when that 
people had resolved to meet. their Farce nes 
in arms. 

To whose care Was the . of 


; their liberties entrusted? On whom did «in 


unanimous choice of their enlightened repre- 


_ sentatives, devolve the dangerous honor of 
z conduQing this last, this dread appeal ? 


To the virtue, the wisdom, the valor, and 
the fortitude, of your immortal WaASHINGTON=== 
to the Hero, who was at once the Sword and 


buckler of his country, was the momentous 
trust confided,” | | 


To him was assigned the defence of our 


| hearths and our altars- the protection of our 


1 
women and -children---and the preservation of 
all that was dear to freemen, Our National 
1 
How well, how faithfully, the Sacred trust 
was discharged, let the splendid and important 


scenes of seven years conflict proclaim to an 
admiring world! FFV 
AImpressed by a perfect sense of the high 
responsibility attached to his exalted station 
and conscious of the pre-eminence in toil and 
danger, to which he was called, he yielded im- 
plicit obedience to the summons and, resign- 
ing the utmost enjoyment of domestic felicity, 
. he was solely devoted to those dutie s, Which: 
4 involved. the safety and * of his 

ee to the immediate theatre af mills 

tary operation, in the vicinity of Boston, he i in: 
Stantly. communicated, to the patriotic bands of . 
8 New-England, that spirit of confidence, which 
; was the result of his presence, and that obser- 
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wance of order, which was essential td effective 
fare. cx e {IF 

The extraordinary spectacle was exhibited 
of a veteran army inve sted by the hasty levies 
of a people, whom it had been sent to coerce, 
and of that army indignantly expelled the land, 
which it had been commissioned to subdue. 

This great event, which was to some the 
termination of their toil, and the period of their 
danger, was to him but the renewal of equal 
labors, che commencement of more anxious 
cares. 5 | 4 | 5 
I The invading army, strengthened by a vast 
accession of force, and supported by a power - 
ful marine, resumed its operations And, under 
leaders of distinguished bravery and talents, 
extended its menace to the entire subjugation 
of our country. 

Success, correspondent to these immense 
preparations, was for a season obtained. 


BY 6. * 


„ 


he firm, but unavailing, efforts of our in- 


trepid Chief were restrained to defensive 
measures. Vet the hopes of America were 
reposed on that skilful policy, which he adopt - 
ed to protract the war and on that consum- 
mate prudence, by which he gave to defence 
the highest advantages, of which it was sus 
416.64 

The retreat from Long Island, which ex- 
cited the astonishment, and extorted the praise 
of his enemy, will pass to posterity as a con- 
summation in the art of war. 
While the wictorious enterprize of Tren- 
ton, and the successful attack at Princeton, 
will be commemorated as the restoration of 
public confidence, and the rescue of our de- 
elining cause. 
Where is the war- worn soldier, whose 3 
ing pulse does not beat high at these remem- 
brances? 77... ray 


tn | 
f Where is the emulous and gallant youth, 
who does not thence anticipate his own at- 
chievements in his country's cause! | 
Advancing to meet the incursion of. a pows 
| * army, he encountered their force at the 
Brandywine---where his gallant troops, though 
confident in the conduct, and animated by the 
example of their heroic le ader, were compelled 
o re sign, to discipline and numbers, the hard 
won honors of the field. | 
Repulsed, but not dismayed, he was soon 
in a capacity to resume the offensive -and 
deeply impressing the energies of his charac- 
ter, and displaying the vast resources of his 
mind, in the battle of Germantown, he un- 
nerved the plans of subjugation, and invigo- 
rated the hopes of his country. 
The movements of the main army of the 
enemy were arrested by the formidable posi- 


tion, which was occupied by our skilful Chief 


© 0M 3 


and their further attempts were limited to 
the partial operation of detachments. 

In assaulting the intrenched post at Red 

Bank, the German troops, led by the gallant 


* 


were repulsed with dre adful slau ghter, 
and their wounded leader was left a prisoner. 
on the field. | | 
The God-like WAshixe rox dispatched, 
from his camp, an officer to assure him of his 
personal concern, and to offer every attention, 
| which his situation might require He was 
. even charged with the care of his remoyal, if | 
it should be desired, within the British lines. 
The profound sen sibility of the hostile 
Chief was expressed in the following message. 
Mt. Convey, sir, to General W asninGToN, 
© the deep impression of my gratitude----my 
1 situation admits not, at this time, of a per- | 


1 sonal acknowledgement but the first ma- 


IF ments of oh. recovery, should such be the 


(E in 


« will of - Heaven, Shall be devoted to place 
before him the homage of- my heart.” 
Where is the testimonial of equal impres- 
sion with the praise of a dying enemy! 
What powers of eulogy can hope to reach. 
the pathos of such praise a” 

The British army, alarmed for its Safety in. 
an untenable position, prepared to concentrate 
its force, and to re-occupy the post of New- 
W 5 | 

The strenuous efforts of che American 
Chief to engage a battle, and to intercept their 
retreat, were rendered abortive by an error in 
the conduct of a subordinate attack, at the 
plains of Monmouth, which enabled the n 
General to accomplish his purpose. 

Passing to the last scene of our military 
Drama, we are called to contemplate, on this 
great occasion, the vast and various powers, by 


which. the Hero of our country was distin- 
guished. 


K 
Wisdom to conceive---prudence to conceal 
judgment to direct-—and valor to execute a 
plari of operations, 'the most important in its 
consequences, which the annals of war can 
furnish, were eminently exemplified in the 
whole train of measure s, by which the invest- 
ment and capture of the British army, at York- 


_ were formed ald atchieved. 
8 The limits of this discourse do not admit 


a recital, which would include the varied inci- 


dents of the revolutionary War. 

* Compelled to abridge the enumeration of 
events, I have endeavored to give to the most 
prominent points of action, distinguished by 
the presence of our gallant Chief, such illus- 
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tration as might mark the progress of the con- 

test, and tend to designate the wisdom and vi- 

gor of that conduct, by which the operations 
af our armies were directed, and the hopes of, 
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our country were completely realiset. 
It is with regret, as it is of nevigelty; he 1 


pass, in summary relation, the judicious instruc- 


(9 
tions issued to subordinate commands and des 
 tachments—the unremitting exertions, by which 
the organization and discipline of. a new-formed 
army were effeed---the anxious cares, by 
which that army was supplied---the sublime 
influence, by which it was continued in aQtive 
service, through the Tigor of the most inclem- 
ent seasons, and under the pressure of dis- 
couragement, which the mind shudders to 
review. Py 

On have topies, che delighted Une will 
dilate with increasing praise and instruQed 
posterity will dwell with gratitude and pride. 

At the appro ach of peace an occasion 
arose, in which the best faculties of his supe- 
rior mind were summoned to their utmost ex- 
ertion---and in which the feelings of his heart 


were to meet in strong collision with the dico-- 


tates of his unn and a paramount sense 
of TR duty. 


That army, by . unshaken deity, 
and invincible fortitude, the glory and fortunes. 


1 
5 
| 
* 
. 


of America had been upheld, in all the vicissi- 


tudes of the war, was on the eve of dispersion. 


Those faithful comrades, in honor and mis» 
fortune, were to separate for ever, under che 
most afflicting circumstances of individual ad- 

versit y. 
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blessings of peace, and the boon of Indepen- 
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dence---and to every class of their felow-citi- 
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zens a full participation in chose blessings, en- 


— 


hanced by the enjoyment of that property, 


9 


which, in their protected avocations, they had 


been enabled to preserve or to acquire. 
To the disbanded veteran, in the decline 
of life, was opened the cheerless prospect of 
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extreme penury, aggravated, in many instances, 
by wounds and inability to labour---His honor 
and his arms, « the instruments of his glory,” 
were all that he possessed. 1 
Maimed, and disfigured by honorable scars, 
he was become à stranger in the place of his 


an a. —— es 
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natiyvity---and he was no longer remembered 


' 
FT 


N 
by the companions of his early years His 
long-left home was in the occupaney of ano- 
ther, and his future abode was wy certain 
to be wretched. ore 

While oppressed by these sensations, and 
assailed by the angry passions, which their 
situation excited, the army were invited, by 
every consideration, which the most seductive 
persuasion could suggest, to redress their 
wrengs, and roxent the alledged ingratitude of 
their country. 4 

Argumertt and eloquence were extant 
to effect the adoption of this fatal advice. 

To counteract the dangerous meaSure---. 
to preserve inviolate the honor of his troops, 
and the safety of his country, the wisdom and. 
firmness of the virtuous Wasnincrox * 
immediately interposed. Wes” 

With his heart wrung by the nfferinge of 
the army--with his mind deeply affected by 


the counsel, which * offered to remedy 
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theit grievances---Conscious of their merits, and 
no less sensible to the inability of the country 
to fulfil its stipulations--he convened his of- 
ficers---and presenting himself as mediator be- 
teen the distresses of the troops, and the 
public incapacity, at that time, to relieve them 
2-he addressed himself to their judgment, their 


Honor, and their patriotism. 


His opinions, framed on the irresistible con- | 


elusions of truth, and urged with all the force 


of reason and sentiment, were instantly adopt- 
and che sublime spectacle was exhibited of 


« an army, viQorious over its enemy, vicdari⸗ 


& gus over itself. 


In the last 8 of his military func- 


tons, the social interests of his, country en- 


gaged his benevolent | attention, and a solici- 


tude to promote her political prosperity, em- 4 


ployed the refleQions of his patriotic mind. 
| Addressing to the Executives of the seve- 
ral States an affeQionate farewell, he unfolded 


to their view the matured . of 9 


(6 


ence, in a system of advice, eminently. calcus 
lated to advance the happiness of their Con- 
stituents- - and worthy to be transmitted, in 
indelible characters, to distant posterity. 

Thus was the splendid structure of his 
military character completed - and thus was 
reared, to the glory of confederated America, 
an ever enduring monument of the purest pa- 
| triotism, and the most important public services. 

The rights of his country mamtained-her 
independence acknowledged -the complaints 


of his meritorious, suffering, army appeased 


Sand his high trust, in all its relations, sacred- 


ly fulfilled, he appeared before the great Coun- 
cil of the nation, to claim the indulgence of 
retirement, and to resign the authority, with 
which he had been invested. © © 

A more august scene kas never been dis- 
played The triumph of virtue and freedom 
was complete. He retired, amid the ble ssings 
and applause of grateful millions, to the shade 


4 


of private life, and to the enjoyment of that 
domestic felicity, from which, during eight 


years of - anxiety, toil, and danger, he had been 


detained by an abstracted devation to publie 
However desirous to call your attention to 
the useful, the virtuous, and exemplary tenor 
of his private life. Vet the rapid succession 
of public events, which scarcely permitted him 


to repose from the toils of war, obliges me to 


refer this interesting topic to a subsequent part 
of the discourse. | 
The voice of his country, to which he was 
ever obedient, was again raised to call him from 
his tranquil and happy retirement. 
That frame of government, which, in a 
period of danger, and under the pressure of 
foreign hostility, had been sufficient to consoli- 


date the interests, and to educe the resources 


of the United States, was found incompetent, in 


the relaxation of peace and fancied security, 
to control those objects of national concern, 
which were essential to the safety and happi- 
ness of the American people. 

The fair prospect of our rising empire WAS 
obscured---the failure of our national engage 
ments---the dissolution of our union---the con- 
sequent evils of rivalry and : the eventual 
horrors of war, were all impending. | 

The crisis was alarming beyond expres- 
sion, and required an immediate interposition 
of the most patriotic exertions to avert the 
threatened calamities. | : 

In the delegated wisdom and patriotism of 
the several States, the sage and virtuous 
Wasnmorox was __ mn and 
again pre-eminent. | 

EleQed, by an unanimous suffrage, to 8 
side over those deliberations, on which the fate 
of a mighty nation, and the felicity of millions 


were suspended, che dignity of his character, 


and * fluence of his example, gave, to the 
discussion of different interests, a spirit of con- 
ciliation, which resulted in the noblest conces- 
sions- and an impression of national deference, 
in which subordinate considerations were mer- 
ged and extinguished. e On OE. ; 

Yes, my fellow n to his accurate per- 
ception of our several interests---to his just 
construgion of what was required to reconcile 
them —no less than to his skill and valor, i in the 
day of battle, are we indebted for a large por- 
tion of our national harmony, and social hap- 
piness. e at. , 


It is not in language to appreciate, with 


just estimation, the advantages, which, on this 


great emergency, were derived to his country, 
from the mild dignity of his manner, and the 
harmonisin g character of his deportment. 

In them was personified that accommoda - 
tion, which the crisis demanded; and which the 


* „ 4 . 


1 
great instrument of our national safety, most 
happily, proclaims in all its provisions. 
On the adoption of. this auspicious substi- 
tute to our imperfe& confederation---when the 
voice of United America was to designate-the 
most deserving citizen, to administer the im- 
portant duties of the executive department 
the choice was conformed to the gratitude of 
the nation, and to the high desert of her most 
beloved, and most respected Patriot. 

The illustrious Washixc rox was again the 
object of undivided esteem, and the n 
of the public oonfidence. 
© To him, as to an unerring guide, were com- 
mitted the difficult and delicate arrangements 
of a new-formed government, o- extensive 
with the limits, and embracing the various 
interests of © our wide- spreading empire.” 

Renouncing the pleasures and the elegan- 
cies of his chosen' retreat, he consented to em- 


bark the rich treasure of his fame on an un- 


6 
tried. element and, solely actuated by the will 
of his country, he resigned to her wishes the 
evening of that life, whose morn and meridian 
had been devoted to her servicſe. 4 
15 To trace the merits of his civil administra · 
tion to remark the judgment and impartiality, 
with which its most delicate duties were dis- 
charged -to observe the unwearied investiga- 
tion, on which his judicious selection to office 
was grounded to review those opinions, which 
were submitted, for co-operation, to the other 
branche J of government---to notice the scrupu- 
lous delicacy, with which he abstained from 
encroachment on the province of their autho- 
rity—-while he maintained, with undeviating 
firmfless, the powers which the constitution had 
exclusively assigned to the executive organ, 
would far exceed the limits of an eulogium-. 
They are classed in the highest order of 


precedents, and are most usefully referred to 


55 
the historical amplification of his instructivs 
life. | 


The immediate effects of so much virtue, 
db, and exertion, were obvious to the most 
superficial observer. 
Under the au spices of 11 government, 
which the weight of his opinions had so large - 
ly contributed to frame, and to establish, and 
under the happy influence of such an admi- 
nistration of its provisions, the prosperity of 


our country was advanced beyond the most 
sanguine expectations of patriotism. 
Hope and happiness were substituted to 
gloom and misfortune- - and national respect 
succeeded to national degradation. | 24 
The labor of the husbandman, the indusky- 
of the mechanic, the enterprise of the mer- 
| chant, were all protected. and rewarded. 
The surplus products of our soil were ex- 
changed in profitable barter—the busy hum of 


men was again heard in our deserted harbours--- 
- | E 
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and the .canvass of our commerce was spread 


to every gale. 
The restoration of public credit gave con- 


fidence to private transaction and the strict 


dispensation of justice silenced the last mur- 


mur of complaint. 


It was no less honorable to the people of 


the United States, than to their illustrious be- 


nefactor, that the acknowledgement of his trans- 


cendent merits was the delightful theme of 


every class and condition. 


Infancy was taught to lisp his praise youth 
and manhood poured forth the effusions of their 
gratitude and the blessings of age were ex- 
pressed with the fervor of feeling, and the 
solemnity of religion. 

States and individuals were emulous to con- 
fess his worth---He was the boast of our na- 


tion among strangers---and an object of vene- 


ration to every people. 


41 

In this happy conjuncture of our affairs, 
the torch of war was lighted in Europe, and 
threatened to extend its flame to this favored 
portion of the globe. 

To that guardian care, whose unceasing 
vigilance watched over us To the Hero, whose 
protecting arm, in the hour of inevitable con- 
flict, had borne aloft the conquering banner of 
our country, were we indebted for the preser- 
vation of peace, and an exemption from the dis- 
tress and danger of foreign war. 
Proclaiming to the people of the United 
States, and to the belligerent powers, the de- 
termination of our government to maintain an 
impartial neutrality, he continued, by an unde- 
viating course of honorable policy, to ensure 
to his country the blessings of peace, and the 
benefits of the most advantageous position. 

During the desolation of war her com- 


merce was extended -and her redundant har- 


E 1» 
vests administered to the wants of less favored 
nations. , 8 CF 
on the revolution of his official term of ser- 
vice, an opportunity was afforded to express 
*thepublic sense of his administration-—and it 
was manifested in the most singular demonstra- 
tion of gratitude and applause, that has ever 
been bestowed. 

Having nominated, in the first instance, to 
all the offices of the general government and 
having unavoidably disappointed the wishes 
of numerous expeQants,-—yet such had been 
the propriety of his appointments, and such 
the purity of his conduct, that, on the second 
election of chief magistrate, there was not 
| found, among several millions of people, a 
single dissent from the choice of this immacu« 
late man. 1 80 80 | 

He was unanimously re-eleQed to preside 
over their political concerns, and to continue 


the blessings of his administration. 


* 

Among the multiplied advantages of that 
administration, the philanthropist wall review, 
with peculiar pleasure, an invariable attention 
to conciliate the aboriginal inhabitants of our 
country, and an unremitting endeavour to ame- 
Liorate their hapless condition. 1 

Re garding the interests of this unfortu- 
nate race as sacred---and viewing a compliange 
with their claims to protection, as among the 
first duties of the government, his beneficent 
patronage was extended to every object, which 
might promote their welfare, or prevent the 
; evils incident to their situation. 3 
To the injunctions of public negociation, 


he united the admonitions of personal Senibili 
ty, and the most benevolent concern for als 
| unhappy people. 

The astonished Savage beheld, in the far- 
famed Chief of an hostile nation, me Protec- 
tor of his tribe, and the zealous friend of their 


hapriness=--His doubts of safety were changed 


1 


to admiring confidence - and the vindictive 


spirit of revenge was lost in a grateful sense 
of unexpected favor and kindness. 

Having obtained, by treaty, a surrender "I 
the military posts on our. western frontier, he 
was enabled, in a great measure, to carry into 
effect the magnanimous policy, which he had 
instituted towards the Indian tribes---and to ex- 
tend, at the same time, to the white inhabitants, 
in that quarter of the Union, the Security of 


peace, and the benefits of a friendly intercourse 


with their immediate neighbours. 


” While intent on the completion of a gene- 
| ral Teatr system, in relation to the affairs of 
the United States, he was not insensible to the 
mutable policy of nations, nor inattentive to the 
necessary measures of military defence. 

He believed it essential to the safety of 
our extensive commerce, and to the dignity of 


our national character, to enter on the forma- 


0 . 


tion of a naval establishment, which he consi- 


O 


dered as the best, and the natural, defence of 
the United States. x 
The sanction of his opinion was accordingly 


given to this important measure. 


In reviewing the principal features of his. 
public character, and their beneficial results, 
we are led no less to applaud the benevolence, 
chan to admire the discernment, of his philan- 
thropic, and capacious mind. 


With native, and acquired, propensities to 


military glory with every incentive to the ex- 
ercise of arms, which consummate skill in wary 
or the hope of distinction could supply 
peace was the ruling principle of his conduct, _ 
and the tranquil prosperity of his country was y 
the dearest object of his ambition. 
in the grateful belief that this anxious wish 
was accomplished, he intimated his intention 


to decline the honors of his high station, and 


to withdraw from all public empl oyment. 


* 


8 
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To "OT intimation, conveyed i in an -addve 89 
to the People of the United States, was sub- 
joined a series of opinions, on the subject of 
their public concerns, the legacy of an "affec- 
_ tionate Father to a beloved family, containing 
the most instruQive, i interesting, and important 
advice that has ever been submitted to any 
12 An observance of those maxims would ens 


Sure our. political welfare, and promote our so- 
cial happiness—they are no less calculated to 
improve the heart than to inform the judgment 
—they should be committed to the memory of 
the young, and the ae of the old they 
are invaluable to the present generation and 
they will be regarded by succeeding ages, as. 
the best and highe st eulogium of this transcen« 
dent character. 
Vielding to his u of repose, his grate - 
ful countrymen invoked the blessing of Hea- 
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ven on the close of his ilustrious lie and ae 


. in his intention to retire, 

| Beh6ld him returned to the stalion of a * 
private citizen, enforcing, by correct example," * 
those rules of conduct, which; with” modest 
diffidence, he had — the consideration 


of his country. | „ a «2 


Divested of every distinQion, and with 


a personal attendant, he mingled i in the a ang ol 
of citizens, and was' the first to express the 
homage of his esteem, which was respectful, 
affectionate, and sincere, at the inauguration of 
his successor—to whom, no less than to the 
memory of the iustrious Dead, it is due to 
remark that, in their personal intercourse, and 
in all their official relations, the most cordial 
friendship, and beneficial . had n. 
sunset... i 
To attest che a of. dublie nn. | 
it will be for ever remembered that. the distins 
I 


10 
| guiched Patriot, who had 80 long, and so ably; 
pre Sided in the concerns of the nation, consent- 
ed to accept a secondary commission, at a peri- 
ed of life, when no consideration but the safe · 
ty of 0 * L try, and complete confidence in 
the measures of her government, could have 
required, or prompted the service of the vene« 
mhle Chief. 
The sentiments of his judicious and com- 
22 prehensive mind; as expressed in his ow words, 
on this important occasion, are too honorable to 
his memory, 100 just in their application to his 
successor, and too interesting to our country, 
in their relation to future events, not to be here 


No one can more cordially approve of the 
wise and prudent measures of your admini- 
4 stration—— They ought to inspire universal 
« confidence, and will, no doubt, combined with 
the state of chings, call from Congress such 
laws and means, as will enable you to meet 
the 855 force ns extent of the crisis. 


— — 4 
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“ Satisfied, therefore, that you have sin- 


£C cerely wished and endeavored 10 avert War, 


and exhausted, to the last drop, the cup of 


115 reconciliation, we can, with pure hearts, ap- 
4 peal to Heaven, for the justice of our cause; 
and may confidently trust the final result to 
„that kind Providence, who has, heretofore, 


&« and so often, signally favored the people of 


these United States. 


- 


„Thinking in this manner, and feeling 


how incumbent it is upon every person, of 
« pats description, to contribute at all times 
to his country's welfare, and especially in a 
„moment, like the present, when every thing 
4e hold dear and sacred, is 80 seriously 
“ threatened; I have finally determined to 
* accept the commission of Commander in 


Chief of the armies of the United States“. 


* General W asHinGToN's letter, dated Mount Ver- 
non, 13th July, 1798, to ** Adams, President of the 
United States. 


\ 
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1 Such was the triumph of patriotism----and, 

Such: the dignified , of his 'pablic 
charaQte 1. 


With the accomplishments of the Hero, 
and the attributes of the State sman, we are 
now to connect the intere sting theme of do- 
mestic life, and the useful virtues of his pri- 
vate character. 


Favored of Heaven, he was blest bs the 
most endeared relation of human society. 

The amiable, and much respected Partner 

of his happiness, enjoyed his affection and 68 

teem, and was worthy to participate the honors 

of his exalted station. Wen, 


The practice of his filial piety, which had 
been distinguished at an early age, was * 
tinued until the death of his surviving Parent, 
with unabated tenderness and respect. 

His fraternal love was exemplary, as it was 
Fincere and the munificent provisions of his 


Wo 


en 


will, attest the affection, which he bore to his 
kindred, and the relatives of his family. 

Nor was this munificence bounded by the 
limits of consanguinity- The interests of Free- 
dom and Science were anxiously consulted, 
and most generously advanced. 

Age and infirmity were the objects of his 
kind regard---— e 
And the instruction of youth was connec 
ed with the emancipation of che Bondsman 
as a mean of protecting his rights, and render - 
| ing him op” and useful to Society. 
The friend, and the stranger were received 
with cordial welcome at his hospitable man- 
sion and his beneficence to his neighbours 
was returned with the most affectionate at- 


tachment. f 


Combining, with a general patronage of 
science, and useful institutions, a particular at- 
tention to the improvements of agriculture, he 


diffused his observation and experience, in this 


N 
important pursuit, wherever they could be be. 
neficial-—extending his corre spondence, on this 
interesting subject, to other nations. 
Such were the outlines of his domestic 
liſe and such were his private avocations. 
Unable, on a careful review of eminent 
characters, to discover an apposite resemblance 
to the constellation of his virtues and talents, 
I forbear to enter on partial comparisons, 
which could not dignify, and would but im- 
perfectly illustrate the Hero of our country. 
F᷑ nriched by nature with her 3 gifts 
She had, with equal liberality, bestowed upon 
him the greatest advantages of external form, 
and the highest degree of intellectual endow- 
mem To the noble port of a lofty stature, 
were united uncommon grace, strength, and 
my of person---And, to the command- 
ing ig aspect of manly an, Was given che be- 
F nignant smile, which, inspiring confidence, cre- 
ated affeckion. 15 | 


1 
5 In being thus minute, I do not mean to ar · 
raign your delighted remembrance of the He- 
ro, which the short lapse of a fleeting year 
has not effaced. 

Vet were mine the powers of description 
to produce a perfect image, 1 would present 
him to your enraptured imagination----As he 
Ss Seen in battle, calm and collected 
As he appeared in council, dignified and 
Serene-—-As he adorned society, gracion and 
conde scending. 1 

But, O mournful refleQion ! 4 pleasing, 
that venerable, form now meer into dust 
Sealed in death are those eyes, which watched 
over our safety. Closed for ever are chose 


F 


lips, which Spake nee and happiness to our 

country: 9 
Yet the dark night of the tomb Shall not 

f obscure the lustre of his fame. and, when 


| brass and marble shall have fallen to decay, 


” . 


the sweet remembrance of his virtues, passing 


* * 


in proud transmission 


endure for ever. 
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to remotest ages, shall 
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